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The 'strange case of Sergeant Thompsbn
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Back in 1977 Umted States Army Specral
Services Master Sgt. Luke F. Thompson was
invited to j Jom in a special overseas operatmn

“inLibya.-. or o s .\\‘,;_;,_-:.::..: o

Sergeant Thompson toolc precautions. He
checked with the intelligence. people at Ft.
Bragg, N.C., where he was then stationed. He

_ was told to go ahead, that the operation was
proper and in order He went ahead" ’

The result s gradually commg “out from
various government and-journalistic investi-
' gations. The essential story is as follows; ‘.'_rj;-,;

.~ Edwin P.;Wilson, a then retired agent of
the US Central Intelligence Agency, entered
into- an agreement with Libyan strongman
Muammar Qaddaf: to obtain weapons for ter-
rorist activities and to setup a- trammg school
for terroristsin Libya; ** §.;% -

This. was done, apparently with remax'k-
able ease. An agent of Wilson calling himself
Pat Loomis recruited Thompson at Ft. Bragg.
Thompson recruited three other Green Beret
veterans. The four went to Libya in July of
1977 and worked at traimng Libyansi in terror*
ist techmqum : <

The New York Tlmes -which- has done
much' of the original investigative work on

" this story; has just added that in.October of
that year others working for Wilson were able
to obtain and smuggle out of the US 20 toris of
& highly restricted plastic explosive known as

" C4. It went to Libya and into a factory for the
) manufacture of the kmd of de ces terrorlsts

“tures- of - the -story. -When Adm.. Stansﬁeld
. Turner, then director of the CIA, heard about|.
the Wilson- operation in Libya he ordered an|
investigation. “Some employees [of the CIA}J
“were found to have provided support without

agency- knowledge and acnon zas taken
a-" 3

s

against them.”."s; & - T g %
Admirat Turner has stated that he fu'ed m—
stantly those mvolved - ; "}

Several investlgatmns are still gomg on
-More are likely. Unanswered so far is why the
military intelligence authorities at Ft. Bragg
gave clearaneeto ’I'hompson and leave of ab-
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‘Qaddafi, who has plenty of money.from his oil
.use, owes more to Americans than to any one

‘niques which he has undoubtedly used n;
__many places for vanous ends

Agency AnES e .y, vds :u—e.'»,f:gc\n_

sence for an illegal operatxon Wthh the CIA‘I
-now says had “no official: encouraaement or;
involvement by the CIA *r.i isiri :
- The nearest thing to a possible explanation:
- of the whole affair is that Sergeant Thompson
bas said that he thought the purpose of the
" operation - was 1o - “mfxltrate”“ the L:b n.
government TR L0 G o
= The larger aspect of the matter is that it is
‘now clearly established that the USwas a sup-
‘plier-of weapons and techniques used in ter-
‘rorism to Libya in 1977. The US government
‘says it never intended to do any such “thing.
The connection with Wilson was terminated
long ago, but only after he had becorne a
wealthy man from his various illegal activi-
txes apparently m ‘many - places:- besrdes
ya..l s TUTINEUINERSE 3N W
TRt isc usually supposed ‘that:. Colonel
‘Qaddafi’s terrorists are trained in the Soviet:
"Union and that they get their weapons and!
techniques from there. I have asked CIA offi-
cials, past and present, what they know about:
whether Libyan terrorism owes more to Mos-
cow or to America. The answer I get is that;
they have Dever been able to obtain declslve

evidence of a Soviet' supply ‘of such thmas
They do not rule out the possibility of. such
supply. But they have no firm proof, either
that such services were supplied by Moscow
to Colonel Qaddafi, or werenot ok

Thus, such information as is avallable
‘leaves open the possibility  that Colonel

which Amencans are still happy to buy and

other source for those weapons and tech-

i sha

For ¢ example 'it-has been estabhshed that
he has. channeled weapons to the IRA in
Northern Irelanc. He is also a major suppher
‘of weapoas to the PLO in Lebanon. He is be-
lieved to have helped out the Baader-Meinhof
gang in West Germany ‘but apparently not
theRedGuardmItaly 33

But certainly one of lus sources of supply
possibly even his main source at one time,
-and perhaps still, was Edwin P. Wilson, agent
(formerly) of the US Central - Intellxgence
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